








Additional Considerations

*  Roof pitch and complex roof designs can limit the effective use of the heels.

*  Weather conditions can increase the risk of slipping when moving from one board to the next.

*  Boards should be tied to the roof heels in exposed areas or during windy conditions.

*  Operatives should receive sufficient training to ensure that they can competently install the heels and boards. Their fitness
to move freely between the levels of boards should also be considered.

*  The use of heels does not reduce the requirement for a full working scaffold with edge protection, access and loading facili-

ties.
*  Where work is to be carried out on only a small area of roof the heels and boards should be fitted to ensure that they

extend at least 2000mm beyond the area of roof being worked on.

Further information

This guidance is not intended to be exhaustive but to contain the main criteria that should be followed to ensure the health
safety and welfare of operatives and others involved in working at height.

This Guidance Sheet is supported by the HSE and was produced by the Scottish House Builders Health & Safety Forum in conjunction with
NFRC Member - Forster Roofing Services Ltd and CALA Homes East (Scotland) Ltd.
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